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The Role of the Media in Introducing International and Local Agreements and Laws That
Support the Rights of Persons With Disabilities

Abstract:

The purpose of the current study was to assess the media’'s role in raising awareness about laws
and regulations concerning people with disabilities in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.
Additionally, the study aimed to gauge the influence of this awareness on the behavior of
individuals and institutions towards this group at both the individual and societal levels. The
study included 96 male and female participants, comprising people with disabilities, their
guardians, and individuals working with people with disabilities in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. The study utilized a descriptive approach and employed a questionnaire to gather data.
The results revealed that the media plays a significant role in increasing awareness of laws and
legislation related to people with disabilities. There was an agreement on this role, with a high
average rating of 3.55. Social media emerged as the most influential platform, while traditional
media had less influence. Additionally, the results indicated that the media helps in promoting
positive practices and behaviors towards people with disabilities and in changing negative
attitudes towards them. The study also found statistically significant differences in the influence
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of the media based on variables such as gender, educational level, and relationship status, with
no differences based on age. The study recommended intensifying media content on issues
related to people with disabilities, organizing sustainable awareness campaigns, involving them
in content creation, enhancing cooperation between media institutions and relevant parties,
highlighting the needs and challenges faced by people with disabilities, and advocating for
discussions with decision-makers to find appropriate solutions.

Keywords: Media, Persons with Disabilities, Disability Laws, International Humanitarian Law
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